Chester  Port  Health  Authority 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1973 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Chester  Port  Health  Authority. 


Gentlemen, 

1 beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1973. 

BOARD. 

The  composition  of  your  Board  and  the  extent  of  its  jurisdiction  are  the  same  as  previous  yeais. 


INSPECTIONS. 


Hygienic  conditions  on  board  ships  arriving  in  Flintshire  were  good  in  the  vast  majority  of  instances, 
although  there  were  10  ships  where  standards  of  accommodation  and  equipment  were  rather  substandard.  In 
all  these  instances  the  ships  concerned  were  more  than  I 5 years  old.  and  often  there  had  been  a poor  standard 
of  maintenance  for  some  considerable  time.  Very  often  these  ships  are  used  to  carry  “dirty  ” cargoes  such  as 
sulphur,  bone  meal  and  pitch.  Nevertheless,  these  ships  have  to  be  crewed  and  it  is  necessary  to  maintain  a 
minimum  standard  of  hygiene  and  reasonable  accommodation  for  the  men.  The  impression  I have  gained 
over  the  years,  and  it  is  with  sadness  that  1 say  it,  is  that  some  of  the  British  registered  ships  calling  at  Mostyn 
have  been  rather  neglected  and  substandard  due  largely  to  age,  and  perhaps  there  is  rather  less  pride  in  keep- 
ing a ship  spotlessly  clean  compared  with  some  of  the  vessels  from  the  Scandinavian  countries  and  Germany. 
The  poorest  standard  of  hygiene  and  maintenance  is  seen  in  the  vessels  registered  under  " flags 
of  convenience.” 


Advice  and  warnings  were  given  to  the  Captains  and  Owners  of  vessels  where  there  were  infringements 
of  the  regulations  in  so  far  as  Port  Health  Authorities  are  concerned. 

The  health  of  crews  was  good  and  no  notifiable  infectious  disease  was  reported.  Crews  were  vaccinated 
against  cholera  on  request  at  the  time  of  the  epidemic  in  Southern  Europe. 

64  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  33  ships  and  12  samples  were  unsatisfactory  showing  varying 
degrees  of  contamination. 

The  Captains  of  the  vessels  were  Informed  as  soon  as  possible  where  the  contamination  was  significant, 
and  advice  given. 


Where  possible,  more  than  one  sample  of  water  is  taken  from  a ship  so  as  to  reduce  to  a minimum, 
errors  due  to  sampling,  and  pollution  caused  by  dirty  taps. 

SAMPLING  OF  INCOMING  CARGOES. 

The  following  samples  of  incoming  cargoes  were  taken  for  analysis  during  the  year  . 


7 Potash 
6 Fishmeal 
2 Keissirite 
2 Whale  Meal 


I Milk  Powder 

1 Jeamac  Fertiliser 

2 samples  of  Keissirite  and  Fishmeal 

awaiting  analysis. 


All  samples  were  satisfactory  on  bacteriological  analysis. 


Section  1 — Staff 

DAVID  POWYS  WYNN  ROBERTS,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health;  Appointed  1st 
October,  1968.  Also  Medical  Officer  of  Health^—  Rhyl  U.D.C.,  Prestatyn  L.D.C.,  Holywell  L'.D.C., 
tnoiyv/ell  R.D.C.,  St.  Asaph  R.D.C.,  and  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Flintshire  C.C. 
Address  : 32  Burns  Drive.  Rhyl.  Tel.  Rhyl3^887. 

THOMAS  COPPACK.  Public  Health  Inspector.  Appointed  1st  October,  1933. 

Address  : 124  Wepre  Park,  Connah’s  Quay.  Tel.  Connah’s  Quay  2874. 


^etion  II — Amount  of  Shipping  entering  during  the  year  : 

Number  Inspected 


1 Number  Inspected 

Number  of  Vessels 

Ships  from 

Number 

1 

Tonnage 

By  the 
Medical 
Officer  of 
Health 

By  the 
Sanitary 
Inspector 

reported  as 
hanng  or 
having  had 
during  voyage 

Infect.  Disease 
on  board 

Foreign  Ports  

225 

84,283 

i 7 

203 

Nil 

Coastwise  (in  ballast  or  with  cargo) 

42 

1 1,804 

5 

10 

Nil 

Total  Foreign  and  Coastwise 

267 

96,087  ' 

23 

213 

Nil 

Section  III — Character  of  Shipping  and  Trade  during  the  year. 


Passenger  Traffic — Nil. 


Csirgo  Traffic — Principal  Imports  : Tinned  Milk,  Timber,  Packaged  Timber,  Wood  Pulp,  Potash,  Sulphur, 
Tissue  Paper,  Beech  Boules,  Plastic  Shoes,  Phosphate  Rock,  Chipboard,  Bone  Meal,  Milk 
Powder.  No  foreign  foods  imported. 

Principal  Exports  : Aluminium,  Steel  Coil,  Steel  Rails,  Steel  Turnings,  Waste  Paper,  Refractory 
Materials  and  Fertilizers. 

Principal  Ports  from  which  ships  arrive  are  : Brindisi,  Rauma,  Cork,  Casablanca,  Bayonne, 
Lisibon,  Sousse,  Halden,  Sunde,  Rotterdam,  W'ismar  and  ports  in  Norway,  Sweden,  Finland 
and  Spain. 

Numbers  of  Ships  entering  Mostyn  Docks  ....  1st  Jan.  to  31st  Sept.,  1973  ....  260 

do.  do.  do.  Summers  Jetty  ....  do.  do.  do  ....  7 

do.  do.  do.  f^hyl  Harbour  ....  do.  do.  do.  ....  None 


Section  IV — Inland  Barge  Traffic  : Nil. 

Section  V — 

Water  Supply — Source  of  supply  : Central  Flintshire  Water  Board  for  Summers  Jetty  and  Mostyn  Docks 
and  West  Denbighshire  and  West  Flintshire  Water  Board  for  Rhyl  harbour. 

Chemical  tests  on  the  water  .supply  are  carried  out  by  the  Central  Flintshire  Water  Board  and  listed  below 
is  a typical  report  on  a sample  of  water  taken  in  the  Holywell  district  on  4th  Sept.,  1973  ( Ffynnongroew ) 


Colour,  Hazen  Units  

3 

Total  Hardness  as  CaCo3  

30 

Turbidity,  F.E.  Scale  

2 

Calcium  as  CaCo3  

22 

P.H.  ....  .... 

8.1 

Magnesium  as  CaCo3  

8 

Electrical  Conductivity  Mircromhas/cm 

95 

Bacteriological  Examination  ; 

Chlorine  as  C 1 

14 

Coliform  count/ 100  mis. 

0 

Total  Alkalinity  as  CaCo3  

14 

E.Coli  count/ 1 OOmls.  

0 

Carbonate  Hardness  as  CaCo3  — 

14 

Plate  count  at  37°C.  

0 

Non-Carbonate  Hardness  as  CaCo3 

16 

Remarks  : Class  1 supply. 

Bacteriological  results  on  water  samples  taken  at  Mostyn  Docks  : 

14  samples  taken  from  dock  berths  ....  13  satisfactory  (1  unsatisfactory.  Action  taken  to  remedy 

defective  water  connection  point. 

Subsequent  tests  satisfactory). 

22  samples  taken  from  dock  premises  ....  All  satisfactory. 

Section  VI 

1 . LIST  OF  INFECTED  AREAS. 

1 receive  the  weekly  bulletin  of  the  World  Health  Organisation  and  1 inform  the  Port  Health  Inspectors 
of  any  infectious  disease  outbreak  in  areas  of  the  world  from  which  ships  are  due  into  the  Port  of  Chester. 
The  information,  where  necessary.  Is  also  conveyed  to  the  Customs  and  Harbour  staff.  It  is  also  necessary 
to  augment  this  information  by  reports  on  wireless,  T.V.  and  national  daily  newspapers,  which  although 
unconfirmed  are  often  ahead  of  World  Health  Organisation  bulletins. 

2.  RADIO  MESSAGES. 

Ships  arriving  at  Mostyn  and  other  ports  are  invariably  in  touch  by  radio  with  the  Local  Harbour  Master 
and  Customs,  so  that  free  pratique  or  otherwise  can  be  granted  by  radio.  Messages  received  by  radio  are 
then  relayed  by  telephone  to  me  at  my  office  or  home  and  to  the  Public  Health  Inspector  at  his  home. 
If  either  of  us  are  not  available,  important  messages  can  be  dealt  with  by  the  Flintshire  County  Health 
Department. 


CHESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


£6>4£6- 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  fronn 
Wellconne  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29106540 


^Notifications  otherwisf  than  bv  radio 

Arrangements  are  made  for  flag  and  light  signals  to  be  received  and  reference  to  these  are  made  on  the 
Maritime  Declaration  of  Health. 

4.  MOORING  STATIONS 

When  necessary,  the  Health  Officers  can  be  taken  out  by  pilot  boat  to  the  approved  mooring  station  in 
the  Dee  Estuary. 

5.  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  : 

(a)  Hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  diseases  (other  than  smallpox)  — 

Isolation  hospital  facilities  at  Bron-y-Nant  Hospital,  Colwyn  Bay  (Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board). 
Transport  arrangements — Ambulance,  supplied  by  Flintshire  County  Council. 

(b)  Surveillance  and  follow-up  of  contacts. 

This  will  be  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  those  passengers  who  are  fit  to  disembark 
and  travel  to  places  outside  the  port  area,  by  district  medical  officers  of  health  in  the  appropriate 
area. 

(c)  Cleansing  and  disinfection  of  ships,  persons,  clothing  and  other  articles. 

Arrangements  are  available  for  cleansing  of  clothing  and  articles  at  Rhyl  U.D.C.  cleansing  station. 

Section  VII — Smallpox 

Cases  of  Smallpox  and  suspected  Smallpox  from  the  Port  of  Chester  will  be  notified  in  the  first 
instance  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Port  Health  Authority.  1 shall  then  consult  any 
one  of  the  following  experts  : 

Professor  Semple,  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  City  and  Port  of  Liverpool. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Christie,  Medical  Superintendent,  Fazackerley  Hospital,  Liverpool. 

Should  the  case  warrant  admission  to  hospital  for  treatment  or  surveillance,  transport  will  be 
arranged  in  conjunction  with  the  Smallpox  expert  and  the  local  health  authority.  Specialiaed 
ambulances  are  available  in  the  Liverpool  area.  The  nearest  Smallpox  hospital  is  at  Sankey. 
near  Warrington.  Facilities  for  laboratory  diagnosis  of  Smallpox  are  available  at  Department  of 
Bacteriology  of  the  University  of  Liverpool. 

Section  VIII — Venereal  Disease 

Facilities  for  treatment  available  as  follows  : 

H.  M.  Stanley  Hospital,  St.  Asaph — Males  and  females.  Tuesday  5.30  p.m.  to  7 p.m. 

Chester  Royal  Infirmary. — Males.  Wednesdays  5.0  to  7 p.m.  Saturdays  I 1.0  a.m.  to  I p.m. 
Treatment  is  free. 

This  information  is  available  to  the  crews  of  any  ship,  but  veiy  often  treatment  has  to  be  given 
by  either  a general  practitioner  or  the  Port  Medical  Officer,  or  a special  visit  by  arrangement  of  a 
doctor  from  the  local  V.D.  Clinic.  This  is  because  of  the  short  period  or  stay  of  ships  in  port. 

Section  IX 

Cases  of  notifiable  and  other  infectious  disease  in  ships 


TABLE  D 


Category 

Disease  1 

1 1 

Number  of  cases  during  year  | Number  of  ships 

Passengers  | Crew  | concerned 

Cases  landed  from  Ships  from  | 
foreign  ports 

1 - ' 

1 - ' 

1 _ 1 

Cases  which  have  occurred  on  | 
ships  from  foreign  ports,  but  | 
have  been  disposed  of  before 
arrival  | 

l'  1 

, - 1 

1 

- !-  - 

Cases  landed  from  other  ships 

— 

— 

=: ^ 

Section  X 

Observations  on  the  occurrence  of  Mal2u-ia  in  ships. 

No  case  of  Malaria  reported.  J 

Section  XI 

Measures  taken  against  ships  infected  with  or  suspected  for  plague 

No  ships  entered  the  Port  with  suspected  plague  on  board. 

Section  XII 

Measures  against  rodents  in  ships  frOm  foreign  ports. 

The  Public  Health  Inspector  reported  that  no  ship  had  rats  on  board. 

Occasional  mice  infestation  is  reported  and  the  Health  Inspector  Issues  rodenticide  and  gives  advice  on 
its  use. 

Ships  are  often  in  harbour  for  less  than  2 days  and  reloading  of  cargo  in  the  holds  of  ships  usually  com- 
mences on  the  completion  of  unloading.  This  gives  no  opportunity  to  de-rat  ships  by  traditional  methods. 
Furthermore,  most  ships  are  very  modern  and  it  is  raVe  to  get  rat  infestation  on  ships  today.  Very  few 
ships  calling  at  Mostyn  carry  food  and  almost  all  ships  had  deratization  certificates. 


There  are  no  facilities  for  the  (ie-rattmg  of  ships  at  Mostyil  and  arrangements  are  made  with  neigl? 
larger  Port  Authorities  for  this  to  be  done. 

TABLE  E 

Rodents  destroyed  during  the  year  in  ships  from  foreign  ports 


unng 


Black  rats 

None 

Brown  rats 

None 

Species  not  known 

None 

Sent  for  examination 

....  None 

Infected  with  plague 

None 

The  dock  premises  are  regularly  visited  by  the  Rodent  Officer  of  the  Holywell  R.D.C.  who  have  a contract 
with  the  Mostyn  Dock  Company. 

TABLE  F 

Deratting  Certificates  and  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates 
Issued  during  the  year  for  ships  on  arrival  from  foreign  ports 


No.  of  Deratting  Certificates  issued 

Number  of 

Total 

Deratting 

Certificates 

After  fumigation  with 

After 

After 

Total 

Exemption 

issued 

HCN  Other  fumigant 

trapping 

poisoning 

Certificates 

issued 

None  None 

None 

None 

None 

Section  XIll 


Inspection  of  ships  for  nuisances 


A small  number  of  ships  (15)  were  found  to  have  defects  and  these  were  drawn  to  the  attention  of  the 
captain  and  owner  of  the  vessels.  Most  of  these  defects  were  very  minor. 

In  some  instances  the  port  health  authorities  where  the  vessels  were  next  calling  were  informed  and 
requested  to  follow  up  the  local  advice  given.  In  other  instances  the  vessel  was  revisited  when  calling  again 
at  Mostyn.  The  majority  of  ships  using  Mostyn  docks  make  frequent  calls  and  it  is  thus  possible  to  check 
on  whether  action  has  been  taken  to  remedy  defects. 

The  worst  offenders  are  ships  flying  “ flags  of  convenience  ” which  have  changed  hands  many  times  and 
•are  often  over  20  years  old,  and  usually  are  not  seen  again  for  a long  period  at  Mostyn  after  their  first  call. 
Most  of  these  rusty  old  ships  should  have  been  scrapped  years  ago,  but  no  doubt  financial  considerations 
overrule  everything  else. 

Old  ships  are  difficult  to  maintain  and  keep  clean,  and  the  crew  lose  interest  in  hygiene.  Sometimes  it  is 
Impossible  to  put  a ship  in  hygienic  order  unless  a considerable  amount  of  money  is  spent  ; which  is  prob- 
ably uneconomic. 

No  Statutory  Notices  were  served  during  the  year. 


Section  XIV 

Public  Health  (Shell  Fish)  Regulations,  1934  & 1948 

There  is  very  little  evidence  of  shellfish  beds  in  the  Dee  Estuary  at  present,  but  any  existing  are  liable  to 
pollution.  Occasionally  cockles  are  found  along  the  coastline,  west  of  Point  of  Ayr  Lighthouse  and  near 
f- fynnongroew.  Rhyl  U.D.C.  have  adopted  certain  powers  under  Public  Health  Acts  making  it  an  offence 
for  any  person  to  sell  to  the  public  any  shell  fish  gathered  in  the  Rhyl  U.D.C.  area.  This  does  not  prohibit 
a person  from  gathering  shell  fish  and  consuming  them. 

In  practice,  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  in  Western  Flintshire  are  aware  of  these  dangers,  and  follow 
up  any  information  that  comes  to  the  notice  of  the  district  health  departments  in  Flintshire.  The  amount  of 
domestic  sewage  in  the  Dee  Estuary  should  diminish  as  more  sewage  disposal  works  become  operational. 
Coastal  authorities  are  discharging  sewage  along  much  longer  sea  outfall  pipes  than  hitherto. 

Shell  fish  are  safe  to  eat,  provided  they  are  treated  but  should  NEVER  be  eaten  untreated.  Shrimps  are 
still  caught  in  the  Dee  Estuary,  but  are  outside  the  scope  of  the  Shellfish  Regulations. 


Section  XV 

Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens 

Applicable  only  to  ports  approved  for  landing  of  Aliens. 


No  change. 


Section  XVI 

Arrangements  for  burial  on  shore  of  persons  who  have  died  on  board  ship  from  infectious  disease. 

These  arrangements  will  be  determined  according  to  the  nature  of  the  infectious  disease. 


This  Report  is  compiled  in  accordance  with 


RHYL. 

1 st  January,  1974, 


instructions  received  from  the  Welsh  Office. 

Yours  faithfully, 

D.  P.  W.  ROBERTS, 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


